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productions, single copies of which might have 
sufficed for some years for the necessities of the 
theatres ; but there can be no doubt that most of 
the autographs of the plays had been lost some 
time before the writer's decease, many possibly 
having been destroyed by the fire at the Globe 
Theatre in the year 1613. The editors of the 
Folio, however, boldly assert that they “ have 
published them as where before you were abused . 
with divers stolen and surreptitious copies, maim- 
ed and deformed by the frauds and stealths of in- 
jurious impostors that exposed them, even those 
are now offered to your view cured and perfect of 
their limbs, and all the rest absolute in their num- 
bers as he conceived them; who, as he was a 
happy imitator of nature, was a most gentle ex- 
presser of it; his mind and hand went together, 
and what he thought he uttered with that easiness 
that we have scarce received from him a blot in 
his papers.” This evidently is meant to imply 
that the whole of the volume was carefully edited 
from the author’s manuscripts, whereas it is certain 
that in several instances Heminge and Condell 
_ used printed copies of the old quarto editions, in 
which were certain manuscript alterations, some 
of the latter being valuable, but others the ey 
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purport of these observations, if we add a list of 
the plays in the order in which they are here 
printed, with observations on the relative author- 
ities of the texts. It will, of course, be under- 
stood that the mention of the circumstance of any 
drama in this volume being a first edition, con- 
veys also the fact that it is the only authoritative 
text:—1. Zhe Tempest. First edition. Per- 
haps edited from the author's own manuscript, 
which we know was not amongst those destroyed 
in the fire at the Globe Theatre. 2. The Two 
Gentlemen of Verona. First edition. 3. The 
Merry Wives of Windsor. First edition of the 
play in its complete state. A surreptitious quarto 
appeared in 1602, but it is merely an imperfect 
copy of the author's first sketch of the comedy. 
4. Measure for Measure. First edition. 5. Com- 
edy of Errors, First edition. (@yWuch Ado 
About Nothing. Printed from a quarto edition 
which appeared in 1600, with a few omissions 
and variations. 7. Zove's Labour's Lost. Print- 
ed from a quartoédition published in 1598, with 
a few alterations of slight consequence. (8. 

Midsummer Night's Dream. Printed from Rob- 
erts’s quarto edition of 1600. | ¢ Merchant 
of Venice. Printed from Heyes's quarto of 1600, 
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tion of the “True Tragedy of Richard D: 
York, and the Death of good King Hen 
Sixth, with the whole Contention between 
two Houses, Lancaster and York,” 15954; 
Richard the Third. Edited from a play’ 
copy of the quarto edition of 1602, which 
however, have had numerous manuscript al 
tions and additions. 24. Henry the Erg 
First edition. “2 35. _Doitus and Cressida. Pri 
ed from the quarto of 1609, with certain omissi 
and some valuable additions. 26. Corzola: 
First edition 27. Tytus Andronicus, Edi 
from a playhouse transcript. It is nearly imps 
ble to believe that this drama could have 
written by Shakespeare, and I rather incline 
conjecture that the editors of the First Folio in- 
serted the older play on the subject, first print 
in 1594, through either mistake or ignorance, 
knowing that Shakespeare had written a drama 
on the same theme,and finding no. 
it in their collection of plays, 
Juliet. Edited from a playhouse 
quarto edition of 1609. 29. 
First edition. 30. Fulius Ce 
31. Macbeth. First 


ed from a playhouse 
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THE FIRST FOLIO. 
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A Reduced Facsimile. 





To the Reader. 


This Figure, that thou here feeft pur, 

Te was for gentle Shakefpeare cut: 
Wihercinthe Grauer hada ftrife 

wich Nature, to our-doo the life : 
O,could he but hauedrawne his wit 

As well in braffe, ashe hath hic 
Hisface , the Print would thenfurpatfe 

All, chat vvas ever vvricin braffe. 
But, fince he cannot, Reader, looke 

Noton his Pidure, but his Booke. 
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The Workes of William Shakefp eare, 


containing all his Comedies, Hiftories, bi 
Tragedies : Truely fet forth, according to their firft 
ORJGINALL 





The Names of the Principall A@ors 
inall thefe Playes. 


efpeare. Samuel Gilburne. 
ichard Burbadge. Robert Armin. 





foln Hemmings. William Oftler. 
Anguftine Phillips Nathan Field, 
William Kempt. obn Underwood. 
Thomas Poope. Nicholas Tooley. 
Geage Bryan, William Eccleftone. 
Hey Condell. Fofeph Taylor, 
Willan She. Robert Benfeld. 
Rebed Comb Robert Goughe, 
Jon Lowine. Richard Ropinfon, 
Somull Coffe Iobn Shanch. 


Mlexander Cooke. ibn Rice. 






































Two Gentlemen of Verona. 





eA flasprimus, Scena prima. 
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